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some strong measures would have immediately been,
taken to preserve the just rights of the king and of
the Court of Directors; as this proceeding, unac-
companied with the severest animadversion, manifest-
ly struck a decisive blow at the existence of the most
essential powers of both. But your Committee do
not find that any measures whatever, such as the case
seemed to demand, were taken. The observations
made by the Court of Directors on what they call
" these extraordinary transactions" are just and well
applied. They conclude with a declaration, " that the
measures which it might be necessary for them to take,
in order to retrieve the honor of the Company, and to
prevent ike like abuse from being practised in future,
should Tiave their most serious and earliest considera-
tion "; and with this declaration they appear to have
closed the account, and to have dismissed the subject
forever.

A sanction was hereby given to all future defiance
of every authority in this kingdom. Several other
matters of complaint against Mr. Hastings, particular-
ly the charge of peculation, fell to the ground at the
game time. Opinions of counsel had been taken rel-
ative to a prosecution at law upon this charge, from
the then Attorney and the then Solicitor-General and
Mr. Dunning, (now the Lords Thurlow, Loughbor-
ough, and Ashburton,) together with Mr. Adair (now
Recorder of London). None of them gave a positive
opinion against the grounds of the prosecution. The
Attorney-General doubted on the prudence of the pro-
ceedings, and censured (as it well deserved) the ill
statement of the case. Three of them, Mr. "Weddei>
burn, Mr. Dunning, and Mr. Adair, were clear in fa-
vor of the prosecution. No prosecution, however, was